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1. (original) A flexible connector comprising: 

a length of corrugated tubing having a distal end; 
an end piece having a proximal end; 

a length of polymeric tubing surrounding the distal end of length of corrugated tubing 
and the proximal end piece for initially retaining the proximal end of the end piece in engagement 
with the distal end of the length of corrugated tubing; and 

a sleeve surrounding the length of polymeric tubing, the proximal end of the end 
piece, and the distal end of the length of corrugated tubing for permanently retaining the proximal 
end of the end piece in engagement with the distal end of the length of corrugated tubing. 

2. (original) The flexible connector according to claim 1 wherein the end piece further 
comprises a plurality of corrugations comprising the proximal end thereof 

3 . (original) The flexible connector according to claim 2 wherein the length of polymeric 
tubing engages the corrugations of the end piece and the corrugations comprising the distal end of 
the length of corrugated tubing to retain the proximal end of the end piece in engagement with the 
distal end of the length of corrugated tubing. 

4 . (original) The flexible connector according to claim 3 wherein the length of polymeric 
tubing resiliently engages the proximal end of the end piece and the distal end of the length of 
corrugated tubing. 
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5 . (original) The flexible connector according to claim 3 wherein the length of polymeric 
tubing is heat shrunk into engagement with the proximal end of the end piece and the distal end of 
the length of corrugated tubing. 

6. (original) The flexible connector according to claim 1 wherein the sleeve is crimped 
to permanently retain the proximal end of the end piece in engagement with the distal end of the 
length of corrugated tubing. 

7* (original) The flexible connector according to claim 1 further including a length of 
mesh tubing surrounding the length of corrugated tubing, the length of polymeric tubing, and the 
proximal end of the end piece. 

8. (original) The flexible connector according to claim 7 wherein the end piece further 
comprises a plurality of corrugations comprising the proximal end thereof. 

9. (original) The flexible connector according to claim 8 wherein the length of polymeric 
tubing engages the corrugations of the end piece and the corrugations comprising the distal end of 
the length of corrugated tubing to retain the proximal end of the end piece in engagement with the 
distal end of the length of corrugated tubing. 
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1 0. (original) The flexible connector according to claim 9 wherein the length of polymeric 
tubing resiliency engages the proximal end of the end piece and the distal end of the length of 
corrugated tubing, 

1 1 . (original) The flexible connector according to claim 9 wherein the length of polymeric 
tubing is heat shrunk into engagement with the proximal end of the end piece and the distal end of 
the length of corrugated tubing. 

1 2. (original) The flexible connector according to claim 7 wherein the sleeve is crimped 
to permanently retain the proximal end of the end piece in engagement with the distal end of the 
length of corrugated tubing. 

Claims 13-16 (canceled) 
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Respectfully submitted, 

MICHAEL A. 0'NEIL,P.C. 

/ 



jruaiy^ 




Michael A. O'Ne 
Registration No. 23,007 

Date: February^ , 20t)6 
5949 Sherry Lane, Suit£ 820 
Dallas, Texas 75225 
(214) 739-0088 (Telephone) 
(214) 739-8284 (Facsimile) 



200625-1001 responsewpd -5- 

PAGE 717 * RCVD AT 2/2/2006 4:09: 14 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' $VR:USPT0£ FXRF-6/25 * DNIS:2738300 ' CSID:2147398284 ' DURATION (mm*ss):01-24 



